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MASONRY AND ALLIED WORKS 

 
1.00.00 SCOPE 
 

This section covers furnishing, installation including handling, 
transporting, batching, mixing, laying scaffolding, centering, shuttering, 
finishing, curing, protection, maintenance and repair of common building 
materials till handing over of masonry and allied works for use in 
structures and locations covered under the scope of this package. 

 
2.00.00 MATERIALS 

 
a) Brick 
 

Bricks for general masonry work shall be of class designation 7.5 of 
nominal dimensions as per standard specification under IS: 1077, well 
burnt, of uniform size, shape and colour, free from cracks, flaws or 
modules of free lime and emit clear ringing sound when struck.  Fractured 
surface shall show uniform texture free from grits, lumps holes etc. Water 
absorption after 24 hours’ immersion shall not exceed 20% by weight for 
bricks.  Dimensional tolerance shall not exceed 8% of the size shown in 
drawings for bricks.  All bricks shall have rectangular faces and sharp 
straight edges.  The bricks shall show no efflorescence after soaking in 
water and drying in shade. 

 
Each brick shall have the manufacturer’s identification marks clearly 
marked on the frog.  Representative samples shall be submitted and 
approved samples shall be retained by the Engineer for further 
comparisons and reference.  Any brick not found up to the specification 
shall be removed immediately from site at the Contractor’s own cost. 
  
Bricks shall not be dumped at site. They shall be stacked in regular tiers, 
even as they are unloaded; to minimize breakage and defacement of 
bricks. Bricks selected for different situation of use in the work shall be 
stacked separately. 

 
b) Stone 
 

All stones shall be obtained from approved quarries, hard, tough, durable 
compact grained, uniform in texture and colour and free from decay, flaws, 
veins, cracks and sand holes.  The surface of a freshly broken stone shall  
be bright, clean, and sharp and shall show uniformity of texture, without 
loose grains and free from any dull, chalky, or earthly appearance.  Stone 
showing mottled colours shall not be used for face work. A stone shall not 
absorb more than 5 per cent of its weight of water after 24 hours’  
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immersion. The type of stone shall be as specified on drawings and/or 
instructed by the Engineer. Samples shall be submitted by the Contractor 
and approved samples shall be retained by the Engineer for comparison of 
bulk supply. 

 
c) Cement 
 

Cement used shall be Ordinarily Portland Cement or Portland Slag Cement 
or Portland Pozzolana Cement conforming to IS Codes and shall be fresh 
when delivered. In special cases, Rapid Hardening Portland Cement, Low 
Heat Cement etc. may be permitted or directed to be used by the Engineer. 
The Contractor shall submit the manufacturer’s certificate for each 
consignment of cement procured to the Engineer. If at any time, the 
Engineer feels that the cement being used by the Contractor is not up to 
specification, he may stop the work and send the samples of the cement to 
a testing laboratory for standard tests and all expenses incurred thus shall 
be borne by the Contractor. The Contractor shall also have no claim for 
this type of suspension of work. 

  
The cement shall be stored above the ground level in perfectly dry and 
watertight sheds.  The bags shall be stacked in a manner so as to facilitate 
removal or first in first out basis.  Any material considered defective by 
the Engineer shall not be used by the Contractor and shall be removed 
from the site immediately. 

 
d) Coarse Aggregate 
 

Coarse aggregates shall be as per IS: 383 latest editions, consisting of 
hard, strong and durable pieces of crushed stone and shall be free from 
organic or clay coatings and other impurities like disintegrated stones, soft 
flaky particles etc. and any other material liable to affect the strength, 
durability or appearance of concrete. 
 
Aggregates other than crushed stone conforming to the provisions of 
specification may be used if permitted by the Engineer. 
 

Washing of aggregates by approved means shall be carried out, if desired 

by the Engineer. 
 
Grading of coarse aggregates shall generally conform to IS: 383 and shall 
be such as to produce a dense concrete or the specified proportions and 
strength and of consistence that will work readily into position without 
segregation. 
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Aggregates shall be stored on brick soling or an equivalent platform so 
that they do not come in contact with dirt, clay, grass, or any other 
injurious substances at any stage. 
Aggregate of different size shall be kept in separate stacks.  If so desired 
by the Engineer aggregate from different sources shall be stacked 
separately with proper care to prevent intermixing. 

 
e)  Sand 
 

Sand shall be hard, durable, clean, and free from adherent coatings or 
organic matter and shall not contain clay balls or pellets.  The sand shall 
be free from impurities such as iron pyrites, alkalis, salts, coal, mica, shale 
or other laminated materials in such forms or quantities as to affect 
adversely the hardening, strength, durability or appearance of mortar, 
plaster or concrete or to cause corrosion to any metal in contact with such 
mortar, plaster or concrete.  All sand shall be properly graded and shall be 
as per relevant IS Code.  Sand for concrete shall conform to IS: 383. 

 
f) Water 
 

Water shall be clean, fresh and free from organic matters, acids or soluble 
salts and other deleterious substances which may cause corrosion, 
discoloration, efflorescence etc. 

 
g) Reinforcement 
 

Reinforcement steel shall be clean and free from loose mill scales, dust, 
loose rust, oil and grease or other coatings, which may impair proper bond.  
Structural steel shall conform to IS: 2062.  Mild steel and medium tensile 
steel bars and hard-drawn steel wire for concrete reinforcement shall 
conform to IS: 432. Cold twisted steel bars shall conform to IS: 1786.  
Hand drawn steel wire fabric shall conform to IS: 1566.  Hexagonal wire 
netting shall conform to IS: 3150.  All steel bars including and above 10 
mm diameter shall be of tested quality. All wire netting shall be galvanized. 
 
Reinforcement bars shall be stored off the ground and under cover if so 
desired by the Engineer.  If necessary, a coat of cement wash shall be 
given to the bars to guard against rusting. 
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3.00.00 INSTALLATION 

 
3:01.00    Soling 
 
3.01.01 Brick Soling 

 
The ground shall be dressed, consolidated by ramming, or by light rolling and 
a 12 mm thick cushion of sand laid.  On the sand cushion the bricks shall be 
laid with fine joints and placed firmly in position by hammering with wooden 
mallet.  The surface shall be free from undulations. The ‘frog’ side shall be on 
the underside.  The joints shall be broken the in all direction and bricks cut as 
required.  The pattern of laying and number of layers shall be as per Schedule 
of item.  Orientation shall be as desired by the Engineer.  After laying of each 
layer of bricks sand shall be spread over and worked into the joints to pack the 
bricks tight. 

 
3.01.02 Stone Soling 

 
The stones for soling shall be selected on the basis of thickness of soling 
specified in the Schedule of Items.  The larger stones shall be laid and the gaps 
filled by smaller stones.  The interstices shall then be firmly packed with sand 
by flooding with water. 

 
3.02.00  Brick-on-Edge 
 

Excavation shall be done close to the brick dimensions and in perfect 
alignment.  Bricks shall be firmly placed by hammering with wooden mallets 
and sides and joints packed firmly with earth so that the edging is not 
disturbed easily.  Alignment and level shall be acceptable to the Engineer. 

 
3.03.00 Masonry 

 
3.03.01 General 

 
All masonry work shall be true to lines and levels as shown on drawings.  All 
masonry shall be tightly built against structural members and bonded with 
dowels, inserts etc. as shown on drawings. 

 
3.03.02 Cement Mortar 

 
Cement mortar shall be prepared with materials specified in clause 2.00.00. 
Sand for masonry mortar shall conform to IS: 2116.  Cement and sand in the 
specified proportion shall be mixed dry thoroughly and minimum water added 
to attain required workability. 
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Surplus mortar droppings from masonry, if received on surface free from dirt 
may be mixed with fresh mortar if permitted by the Engineer who may direct 
addition of additional cement without any extra payment.  No mortar, which 
has stood for more than half an hour, shall be used. 

 
3.03.03 Brick Masonry 

 
Bricks shall be soaked by submergence in clean water for at least two hours in 
approved vats before use.  Bricks shall be laid in English bond unless 
specified otherwise.  Broken bricks shall not be used. Cut bricks shall be used 
if necessary to complete bond or as closers. Bricks shall be laid with frogs 
upwards over full mortar beds. Bricks shall be pressed into mortar and tapped 
into final position so as to embed fully in mortar.  Inside faces shall be 
buttered with mortar before the next bricks is placed and pressed against it.  
Thus all joints between bricks shall be fully filled with mortar.  
 
Mortar joints shall be kept uniformly 10 mm thick.  All joints on face shall be 
raked to minimum 10 mm depth using raking tool while the mortar is still 
green to provide bond for plaster or pointing. 
 
Where plaster or pointing is not provided, the joints shall be struck flush and 
finished immediately.  Brickworks two bricks thick or more shall have both 
faces in true plane.  Brickwork of lesser thickness shall have one selected face 
in true plane. 

 
3.03.04 Exposed Brickwork 

 
Brickwork in superstructures, which is not covered by plaster, shall be as 
shown on drawing and executed by especially skilled mason. Courses shall be 
truly horizontal and vertical joints truly vertical. Wooden straight edges with 
brick course graduations and position of window sills and lintels shall be used 
to control uniformity of brick courses. Masons must check workmanship 
frequently with plumb, spirit level, rule, and string. All brickwork shall be 
cleaned at the end of days’ work. If face bricks are specified, the brickwork 
shall be in composite bricks, with face bricks on the exposed face and balance 
in routine bricks, but maintaining the bond fully.  Where face bricks are not 
specified, bricks for the exposed face shall be specially selected from routine 
bricks.  All exposed brickwork on completion of work shall be rubbed down, 
washed clean, and pointed as specified. Where face bricks are used 
carborundum stone shall be used for rubbing down. 
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3.03.05 Reinforced Brickworks 

 
Reinforcements shall be as specified.  All reinforcements shall be thoroughly 
cleaned and fully embedded in mortar. Where M.S. bars are used as 
reinforcement, these shall be lapped with dowels if left in R.C. columns or 
welded to steel stanchions. 
 

 
3.03.06 Stone Masonry 

 
Stones shall be thoroughly soaked before laying.  Stones shall be laid on their 
natural quarry beds.  Individual stones shall be fitted with mallet and properly 
wedged to reduce thickness of mortar joints.  Thickness of joint shall be not 
less than 8 mm and not greater than 25 mm.  At least two stones shall run the 
full width of the wall for every square meter of surface area. 

 
3.03.07     Exposed Stone work 

 
Stonework, which is to be kept exposed, shall be as shown on approved 
drawing.  It shall be executed by especially skilled mason.  Stones used for 
exposed face shall be specially selected.  All exposed stone faces shall be kept 
clean and free from mortar and pointed up neatly as the work proceeds in a 
manner called for in the drawings or instructions.  A sample wall, 10 Sq.M. 
area shall be built and approved by the Engineer and all works shall match 
with this sample. 
 

3.03.08 Composite Masonry 
 
Where stonework facing with brick masonry backing is specified the bond 
between them shall be achieved by bond stones of dimensions and frequency 
as desired by the Engineer. 

 
3.03.09 Expansion & Separation Joints 

 
Location of joints shall strictly be as shown on drawings or as instructed by 
the Engineer.  Expansion joints shall be as shown on drawings and specified.  
Expansion joint filler boards and sealing strips shall have minimum transverse 
joints.  Transverse joints shall meet the approval of the Engineer. 

 
Separation joints shall be with standard waterproof paper or with alkathene 
sheets about 1 mm in thickness. Length and sealing of laps shall be to the 
satisfaction of the Engineer. 
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3.03.10 Mouldings, Cornices, Drip Course 

 
These shall be made as shown in drawings.  Bricks or stone shall be cut and 
dressed as required. If no subsequent finish is envisaged, these shall be rubbed 
to correct profile with Carborundum stone. 
 

3.03.11 Curing 
 
Masonry shall be cured by keeping it wet for seven days from the date of 
laying.  In dry weather at the end of days’ work top surface of masonry shall 
be kept wet by ponding. 

 
3.03.12 Embedding of fixtures 

 
All fixtures shall generally be embedded in mortar and masonry units shall be 
cut as required. 

 
3.03.13 Encasing of Structural Steel 

 
This shall be done by building masonry work round flanges, webs etc., and 
filling the gap between steel and masonry by minimum 12 mm thick mortar.  
Encased members shall be wrapped with chicken wire mesh when shown on 
drawings or instructed by the Engineer.  The minimum lap in chicken wire 
mesh shall be 50 mm. 

 
3.04.00 Damp Proof Course (DPC) 

 
Unless otherwise specified Damp-proof course shall be 40 mm thick ‘artificial 
stone’ in proportion 1:1½:3 cement sand stone-chips (10 mm down) with 
admixture of a waterproofing compound as approved by the Engineer.  The 
percentage of admixture shall be as per manufacturer’s specifications but not 
less than 2% by weight of cement.  The top surface shall be double Chequered 
and cured by ponding for seven days. 

 
3.05.00  Damp Proof Membrane 

 
Damp proof treatment using fibre or hessian base bitumen felt shall be 6, 8 or 
10 course treatment as specified in IS: 1609.  The number of courses shall be 
as shown as drawings or as specified.  Sequence of work shall be as directed 
by the Engineer.  Extreme care shall be taken to prevent damage to felt during 
and after laying. The Contractor shall be obliged, at his own expense, to 
rectify any leakage appearing within 5 years of installation by removing and 
renewing the coats at the point of leakage. 
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Where shown on drawing, damp proof membrane with one-layer bitumen 
paper or one layer alkathene sheet shall be laid with minimum 150 mm lap 
under slabs on grade. 
 

 
3.06.00  Plinth Protection 
 

Plinth of buildings shall be protected with brick-on-edge paving of minimum 
750mm width unless otherwise shown on the drawings. The treatment shall 
consist of laying bricks in cement mortar 1:6 (1 cement: 6 sand) over a 75mm 
thick bed of dry graded brick aggregate, 40mm nominal size, grouted with 
sand. The top shall be finished with 1:2 cement mortar pointing (1 cement: 2 
sand). Plinth protection shall be laid with a minimum outward slope of 1 in 50. 
The brick aggregate shall be well graded, broken from well burnt or slightly 
over burnt and dense brickbats. It shall be homogeneous in texture, roughly 
cubical in shape, clean and free from dirt or any other foreign matter. 
 
The ground shall first be prepared to the required slope around the building. 
The high portions of the ground should be cut down; hollows and depressions 
filled up to the required level from the excavated earth and rammed so as to 
give uniform outward slope. The bed shall be watered and rammed with heavy 
iron square rammers. Surplus earth, if any, shall be disposed off beyond a lead 
of 50m or as directed by the Engineer. 
 
Over this, 75mm thick bed of aggregate of 40mm nominal size, shall be laid 
with a minimum outward slope of 1 in 50. Aggregates shall be carefully laid 
and packed, bigger sized being placed at the bottom. The brick aggregates 
shall be consolidated dry with heavy iron rammers. 
 
The aggregates shall then be grouted evenly with sand at the rate of 0.6 cubic 
metre per square metre area, adequately watered to ensure filling of voids by 
sand and again rammed with heavy iron rammers. The finished surface shall 
give uniform appearance. After the subgrade has been compacted thoroughly, 
brick flooring with bricks of specified strength in cement mortar 1:6 (1 
cement: 6 sand) shall be laid. 
 
The bricks shall be laid on edge in Diagonal/Herring Bone Bond or other 
pattern as specified or as directed by the Engineer.  Bricks shall be laid on 
12mm thick mortar bed and each brick shall be properly bedded and set home 
by gentle tapping with handle of trowel or wooden mallet.  Its inside face shall 
be buttered with mortar before the next brick is laid and pressed against it.  On 
completion of the portion of flooring, the vertical joints shall be fully filled 
from the top with mortar.  The surface shall present a true plain surface with 
the required slope. 
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The pointing shall be done in cement mortar 1:2 (1 cement: 2 sand).  The 
mortar shall be pressed into the joints and shall be finished off flush and level 
with the edges of the bricks so as give a smooth appearance. The edges shall 
be neatly trimmed with a trowel and a straight edge. The mortar shall not 
spread over surface of the masonry. 
 
Brick flooring & pointing shall be kept wet for a minimum period of seven 
days. These shall be protected from rain by suitable covering when the mortar 
is green. 

 
4.00.00  I.S. CODES 

 
Some of the important relevant codes for this section are: 
 
IS: 1127: Recommendations for dimensions and workmanship of natural 

building stones for masonry work. 
 

IS: 1597: Code of Practice for Construction of stone Masonry. 
 
IS: 1609: Code of Practice for laying Damp proof treatment using 

bitumen felts. 

IS: 2212: Code of Practice for Brickwork. 
 

IS: 2250: Code of Practice for preparation and use of masonry Mortar. 
 
IS: 5134: Bitumen Impregnated Paper & Board. 

 
5.00.00  RATES AND MEASUREMENTS 
 
5.01.00  Rates 
 

Unit rate for masonry work shall include the following: 
 

a)  Raking out joints for plastering or pointing or finishing the joint flush as 
the work proceeds.  

  
b)  Preparing top sand sides of existing wall for joining old with new work. 

 
c)  Providing, dismantling and removing the scaffolding. 

 
Unit rate for DPC shall be inclusive of formwork and bitumen painting. 
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5.02.00  Measurement 
 

Brickwork in wall of half brick thickness shall be measured separately in Sqm 
stating the wall thickness and more than half brick thickness shall be measured 
by volume. Plaster thickness shall not be considered for computation of volume. 
 
Masonry work in sub structure and super structure shall be measured separately, 
unless otherwise specified in the Schedule of items. 
 
No deductions shall be made and no extra payment shall be made for following: 
 
a) Opening upto 0.1 Sqm each in area. In calculating the area of the opening 

lintels or sills shall be included along with the size of the opening. 
 
b) Drainage holes and recesses for cement blocks to embed holdfasts for doors, 

windows etc. 
 

c) Pipe and fixtures upto 300mm dia. and nothing extra shall be paid for the 
mortar used for fixing. 

 
d) Ends of dissimilar materials (i.e. joists, beams, lintels, posts, girders,  

rafters, purlins, trusses, corbels, steps, etc.); up to 0.1 sqm in section; 
 

e) Chases of section not exceeding 50 cm in girth; 
 

f) Iron fixtures, such as wall ties and hold fasts for doors and windows; 
 

g) Cement concrete blocks as fcr hold fasts and holding down bolts; 
 

h) Wall plates, bed plaros, and bearing of slabs, CHAJJAS and the like, 
where thickness does not exceed 10 cm and bearing does not extend over 
the full thickness of wall; 
 

 
 

Reinforcement in masonry work shall be paid separately under respective items. 
 

Damp proof course shall be measured in Sqm. No deduction shall be made and 
no extra shall be paid for opening upto 0.1 Sqm in area. 
 
Plinth protection shall be measured under respective item of works executed 
required for completion of the work as specified. 

 
 
 

 


